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 ({0P SENATORS
TRYTOREVIVE
OTEPKA CASE

Ousted Secunty Officer
Dlscussed At Party
5 ', Policy Luncheon

|
!
ks
i

]

s

l

1 ..
. By HOWARD NORTON

1 [Washingion Bureatt of The Sun}

|
|

:CD,CPYRGHT_;

i Washinglon May S—M
ate are trying

;leaders, in the Sen
" .to revive the “Otepka case.”
» Senator Dirksen (R., IiL), the
Senate minority lcader said that
!the case of Otto Otepka, the State
Department security officer who
’was removed from his key job
Hor allegedly giving information
to the Senate on loyalty cases,
was ‘the center, of. discussion at
tthe weekly GOP policy luncheon
- ‘today.
¢ Dirksen reported that the sena-
“tors are anxious to force the pub-
llcatmn of a sharply critical let-
“ter concerning the handling of the
: Otepka affair, written to the Sec-
“ .retary of State, Dgan Rusk, last
" :fall by the Senate Internal Se-
curxty subcommittee.
; Belief Cited
' The Senate: mmorlty leader|
qald it was his belief that th

.

e
lrtter to Rusk was responsnbk;l

“Tor the dismissal of ‘a number o
i State Department employees
¢ The letter presumably cited in
formation disclosed. to: the com-
ertteeby OtgpkauM_w -

committce said later, however,
that to the best of his knowledge! .
there have been no dismissals
related to the Otepka case. ’

Dirksen suggested that aller
Senator Fulbright (D., “Ark.),
chairman of the Senate Foreign|
Relations Committee, returns tp
Washington the Republicans may
request that the Internal Secu-
rity Committee's  letter to Rusk
be turned over to the Forelgn Re.
lations group. .

" AimIs Noted ,

That group, he added, may
;;then decide it's too good to
¢

Dxrksen described the letter to]
Rusk as having “‘a.clout in evety
paragraph.”

He said that Senator Eastland
(D., Miss.), chairman of the Scn-
ate Judlclaty Committee, who

2

| signed the letter, has no objec-

tion to its release.

- Dirksen made it clear that the
aim of the Republicans is to have
Otepka reinstated in his original
job, as chief security evaluator
-af the Department of State.

Suspended Last September

Otepka was suspended -
September 23, 1963, charged thh
- conduct unbecommg an officer, |

The . department upheld the”
'charges. and Otepka was - dis-
missed from his $18,240-a-year
post November 5,..1963, but was
 kept on the State Department
payroll pending an appeal.

. He is still on the payroll,

' Six other officers associated
with him in the Bureau of Se-
.éurity have been transferred to

| the Bureau. of . Inler-American

Affairs for what 1s described as
“a top secret job.

But a staff member of the In-
lernal  Security
said he had ‘been informed that
the six men ‘‘are just® sitting
there twiddling theirthumbs,"”

. Delivered By Dodd
. The letter which the Republi-
can Senators now want to make
pubhc was hand-dclivered to

Rusk. last September by Senator| -
Dodd (D., Conn.), acting chair-}-
man of the Intemal Secumty sub-
committee. .

The most recent mformatlon on
 dismissals for - security reasons
¢was contained in testimony gweni
by a State Department official;
. before a ; subcominitee of the
,House Committee. on’ Appropria

Sanltlzed Approved For Relea:fe

tions, and released Apnl 24,

D
Lo
oo

FOIAb3b

CPYRGHT

subcommitteel. ... - -

R000?00040040 -1




